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Remembering Duane Whittier
Philosophy professor Duane Whittier passed
away on Sept. 3, 2018
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Philosophy professor Duane
Whittier passed away on
Sept. 3, 2018, just shy of his
90th birthday. There are few
if any individuals who have
had as long-standing an
association with UNH as
professor Whittier. Growing
up in Lebanon, New
Hampshire, professor
Whittier enrolled as a
freshman at UNH in 1946,
graduating in 1950. He left
New England to receive a

DUANE WHITTIER

Ph.D. in philosophy from the
University of Illinois, and to begin his teaching career, first at the
University of Illinois, then at Penn State. But he returned home to
New Hampshire to begin teaching at his alma mater in 1967. He
taught philosophy here for 49 years, retiring in 2016, marking 70
years between his arrival at UNH as an undergraduate and his
retirement as professor ofphilosophy.
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As a teacher, professor Whittier inspired many students, some of
whom said that his impact on them was life-changing. One of his
methods was to take a position, perhaps deliberately chosen as a
provocative or unpopular point of view, and challenge his students
to talk him out of it. He loved the give and take of philosophical
inquiry and was much more interested in getting his students to
think critically than in having them arrive at a particular point of
view he might have favored.
One of those he inspired, when he was teaching at Illinois, was an
undergraduate named Robert Scharff, who later joined professor
Whittier for several decades as one of the core faculty members in
the UNH philosophy department. "What Duane 'taught' me in that
first course," recalled professor Scharff, "is that good philosophy,
for all its jargon and fancy arguments and ambitious topics,
ultimately deserves to be conveyed straightforwardly, with as few
frills as possible."
Professor Whittier loved classical music, as his collection of over
6,000 classical music albums attested. He and his wife Joan, who
died in 2017, gave a significant bequest to UNH in the form of
scholarships for undergraduates majoring in music, especially
those interested in performance on stringed instruments or piano.
Professor Whittier will leave a continuing legacy with the students
coming to UNH under these scholarships. His love of philosophy
will endure in the generations of students he influenced. His
colleagues in the philosophy department will remember him as a
model to emulate for lively engagement with their students in their
collective pursuit of philosophical understanding.
To celebrate professor Whittier's life, on Friday, Sept. 21, from
2:10 to 3:30 p.m. at the Freedom Café, the Socratic Society will
hold its meeting in his honor and will discuss the purpose of
philosophy in relation to one's life and death. After the discussion,
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all are invited to a gathering at 4 p.m. at professor DeVries' nearby
home. Please contact Mary Beth Myers for directions:
MaryBeth.Myers@unh.edu.
WRITTEN Timm Triplett | Department of Philosophy |
BY:

timm.triplett@unh.edu
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